
Figure 1: Public health management of Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC) notifications 
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*Red flags include:
- Possible higher risk STEC strain identified
(detection of stx2, or stx1 in combination 
with eaeA and ehxA, or detection of STEC 

0157, 0111 or 026. See Table 2) 
- Evidence of severe disease (including HUS,
hospitalisation, or bloody diarrhoea) 

**High risk groups (Table 1) include: 
- Any person who is unable to perform adequate 
personal hygiene 
- All children aged 5 years old or under (up to 
sixth birthday) who attend school, pre-school, 
childcare, home daycare or child-minding groups 
- Food handlers 
- Carers of patients, carers of children and carers 
of the elderly Recommend exclusion until 

microbiological evidence of 
clearance (2 negative stool 

samples collected at least 24 
hours apart) 
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