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purposes of continuous improvement and providing confidence to the FSQ 
leadership group, and others, that all methods currently in use have been thoroughly 
assessed. 

 All documents referred to in the media reports are publicly available on the COI 
website, including the Project 13 report and Professor Wilson-Wilde’s expert opinion 
about Project 13. 

Background  
 Through liaison with the Queensland Health media team, Professor Wilson-Wilde 

previously conducted two media interviews on Thursday 31 August 2023 with 
journalists from two separate media publications (The Australian and The Courier 
Mail). 

 The four-hour interview with The Australian’s Hedley Thomas and David Murray was 
conducted in the presence of Mr Walter Sofronoff KC and Ms Julie Dick SC, in their 
capacity as Co-Chairs of the FSQ Interim Advisory Board (and in Mr Sofronoff’s 
capacity as former Commissioner of the COI). 

 A second interview was held between Mr Thomas and Professor Wilson-Wilde on 
Friday 8 September 2023 to clarify matters raised during the first interview, primarily 
focussed on Project 13. 

 Print and online media articles were subsequently published in The Australian on 
Saturday 9 September 2023 and Monday 11 September 2023 (see Attachment 1), and a 
new episode of the Shandee’s Legacy podcast was released on 9 September 2023. 

 In the media articles and podcast episode, Mr Thomas expressed the view that the 
low DNA recovery associated with the implementation of Project 13 was the “ground 
zero” for the failures that impacted the Blackburn testing in 2013. Some critical and 
inflammatory commentary was also made about the staff who authored the Project 
13 report, two of whom still work at FSQ. 

 Prior to publication Professor Wilson-Wilde had informed Mr Thomas that this view 
was not entirely correct—the issues identified in Project 13 were somewhat mitigated 
in 2009, with further work conducted through Projects 21 and 22 and the validation of 
a new partly manual, partly automated method, and DNA yield may still have been an 
issue coupled to other unfortunate errors in the Blackburn samples in 2013—however 
these points were not addressed in the podcast. 

 It is noted that the significant contamination and DNA recovery issues associated 
with Project 13 were known at the time of implementation, and were raised by 
members of the project team, however a decision to implement the method despite 
these concerns was made. 

 Documents indicate that the implementation of Project 13 was directed to occur by 
the Managing Scientist at the time, Ms Vanessa Ientile, despite concerns raised by 
scientists, although no formal sign-off can be located. Ms Ientile ceased working for 
Queensland Health in mid-2008. Mr Thomas and Mr Murray have contacted Ms Ientile 
directly for comment about Project 13. Ms Ientile has, to date, declined to comment. 

 The Project 13 Report abstract contains a statement which appears, on the face of it, 
to be untrue, namely that the outcomes of the automated extraction method were 
“comparable” to those of the manual extraction method. 

 The issues with contamination required the automated method to be ceased some 
months after implementation, until the issues were resolved in 2009. 

 Whilst the introduction of a manual step in 2008 reduced the yield issue to some 
degree, and the contamination events were investigated and largely resolved in 2009, 
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a modified automated extraction methodology remained in use until 2016. That 
method continued to have yield issues. 

 No records have yet been located to indicate further work was completed on the 
issue of DNA yield in Project 13. 

 Any cases suspected of being impacted by these issues will be identified and 
included for assessment and remediation along with other cases being reviewed 
post-COI. 

Actions to date  
 FSQ has responded to requests for interview and media comment and has 

acknowledged the previous failings at the laboratory.  
 

 

Media response 
  A media holding statement is not required. Once the nature of the media publication 

is known, any necessary response from the department can be considered. 
 

Confidential 
 Recent case discussions relating to a Coronial matter have resulted in Professor 

Wilson-Wilde and Dr Duncan Taylor (forensic statistics expert from Forensic 
Science South Australia) expressing views to the Coroner about the appropriate 
testing in a case that directly contradicted the views of Dr Kirsty Wright. Dr Wright 
was present in this meeting and had been engaged by the Coroner previously to 
advise on the matter. 

 Professor Wilson-Wilde spoke to the annual Coroner’s Conference in late August 
about the importance of ensuring that external advice is sought from forensic 
scientists who hold current competencies and relevant experience in the processes 
they are advising about, and that external testing is only undertaken by accredited 
laboratories.  

 A proactive positive media release is expected 18 September 2023 announcing the 
recently successful FSQ funding from Government. 

 

Contact person 
Professor Linzi Wilson-Wilde, CEO FSQ,  Irrelevant

RTI 5285/23 
Page 206 of 210

RTI 5285/23 
Page 206 of 210

Irrelevant



RTI 5285/23 
Page 207 of 210

RTI 5285/23 
Page 207 of 210

Irrelevant



RTI 5285/23 
Page 208 of 210

RTI 5285/23 
Page 208 of 210



RTI 5285/23 
Page 209 of 210

RTI 5285/23 
Page 209 of 210



RTI 5285/23 
Page 210 of 210

RTI 5285/23 
Page 210 of 210

Irrelevant

Irrelevant
Irrelevant




