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An explanation for the lab’s actions might lie in a ministerial taskforce report from
October 2005, unearthed by The Australian, which recommended crucial
validation of new robotic equipment be rushed through to save time.

The taskforce was formed to look into serious concerns being aired in courts and
the media over delays and backlogs in testing crime-scene samples.

Its report noted that half a million dollars had been put aside for the purchase of
robotics and the complete automation of processing of samples. The same
technology reduced staff from 450 to 110 in the DNA unit of Britain’s Forensic
Science Service and significantly increased output.

“The purchase of this equipment will not have an immediate effect, due to the time
required to validate the instruments, change the practices within the laboratory, and
train staff,” the report said.

“The validation can take up to 12 months if the process is started anew, however —
according to expert sources — can be shortened to four to six weeks by utilising the
validation experience of other jurisdictions.

“It is recommended that the Chief Executive Officer of the Institute ensures that,
when validating future equipment, the validation work undertaken by other
jurisdictions to introduce equipment and/or automation processes is utilised to
minimise validation time while maintaining scientific accountability and integrity
by 31 October 2005.”

Dr Wright told a new episode of the Shandee’s Legacy podcast: “I believe that the

failure to identify Shandee’s murderer can be traced back to Project 13 — this
deceptive decision that was made in 2007 to knowingly introduce a flawed method
that these managers, these senior scientists, knew would fail”

The automated extraction method used successfully around the world failed in
Queensland Health’s hands because the lab decided to change critical settings
recommended by the manufacturer, she said. Various changes were made to the
method between its launch in 2007 to 2016 when it was abandoned, that would
have improved DNA yields, “but to what extent, we don't know exactly”, Professor
Wilson-Wilde said.

RTI 5285/23
Page 201 of 210

11/09/2023, 8:05 am



Queensland DNA lab staff "raised concerns’ about flawed method }]_?T htéps://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/dna—lab-staff-raised—concern...

4 of 5

T15285/23
Page 202 of 210

DAVID MURRAY, NATIONAL CRIME CORRESPONDENT

David Murray is The Australian's National Crime Correspondent. He was
previously Crime Editor at The Courier-Mail and prior to that was News Corp's
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purposes of continuous improvement and providing confidence to the FSQ
leadership group, and others, that all methods currently in use have been thoroughly
assessed.

All documents referred to in the media reports are publicly available on the COI
website, including the Project 13 report and Professor Wilson-Wilde’s expert opinion
about Project 13.

Background

Through liaison with the Queensland Health media team, Professor Wilson-Wilde
previously conducted two media interviews on Thursday 31 August 2023 with
journalists from two separate media publications (The Australian and The Courier
Mail).

The four-hour interview with The Australian’s Hedley Thomas and David Murray was
conducted in the presence of Mr Walter Sofronoff KC and Ms Julie Dick SC, in their
capacity as Co-Chairs of the FSQ Interim Advisory Board (and in Mr Sofronoff’s
capacity as former Commissioner of the COI).

A second interview was held between Mr Thomas and Professor Wilson-Wilde on
Friday 8 September 2023 to clarify matters raised during the first interview, primarily
focussed on Project 13.

Print and online media articles were subsequently published in The Australian on
Saturday 9 September 2023 and Monday 11 September 2023 (see Attachment 1), and a
new episode of the Shandee’s Legacy podcast was released on 9 September 2023.

In the media articles and podcast episode, Mr Thomas expressed the view that the
low DNA recovery associated with the implementation of Project 13 was the “ground
zero” for the failures that impacted the Blackburn testing in 2013. Some critical and
inflammatory commentary was also made about the staff who authored the Project
13 report, two of whom still work at FSQ.

Prior to publication Professor Wilson-Wilde had informed Mr Thomas that this view
was not entirely correct—the issues identified in Project 13 were somewhat mitigated
in 2009, with further work conducted through Projects 21 and 22 and the validation of
a new partly manual, partly automated method, and DNA yield may still have been an
issue coupled to other unfortunate errors in the Blackburn samples in 2013—however
these points were not addressed in the podcast.

It is noted that the significant contamination and DNA recovery issues associated
with Project 13 were known at the time of implementation, and were raised by
members of the project team, however a decision to implement the method despite
these concerns was made.

Documents indicate that the implementation of Project 13 was directed to occur by
the Managing Scientist at the time, Ms Vanessa lentile, despite concerns raised by
scientists, although no formal sign-off can be located. Ms lentile ceased working for
Queensland Health in mid-2008. Mr Thomas and Mr Murray have contacted Ms lentile
directly for comment about Project 13. Ms lentile has, to date, declined to comment.
The Project 13 Report abstract contains a statement which appears, on the face of it,
to be untrue, namely that the outcomes of the automated extraction method were
“comparable” to those of the manual extraction method.

The issues with contamination required the automated method to be ceased some
months after implementation, until the issues were resolved in 2009.

Whilst the introduction of a manual step in 2008 reduced the yield issue to some
degree, and the contamination events were investigated and largely resolved in 2009,
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a modified automated extraction methodology remained in use until 2016. That
method continued to have yield issues.

e No records have yet been located to indicate further work was completed on the
issue of DNA yield in Project 13.

e Any cases suspected of being impacted by these issues will be identified and
included for assessment and remediation along with other cases being reviewed
post-COl.

Actions to date

e FSQ has responded to requests for interview and media comment and has
acknowledged the previous failings at the laboratory.

Irrelevant

Media response

A media holding statement is not required. Once the nature of the media publication
is known, any necessary response from the department can be considered.

Confidential

e Recent case discussions relating to a Coronial matter have resulted in Professor
Wilson-Wilde and Dr Duncan Taylor (forensic statistics expert from Forensic
Science South Australia) expressing views to the Coroner about the appropriate
testing in a case that directly contradicted the views of Dr Kirsty Wright. Dr Wright
was present in this meeting and had been engaged by the Coroner previously to
advise on the matter.

e Professor Wilson-Wilde spoke to the annual Coroner’s Conference in late August
about the importance of ensuring that external advice is sought from forensic
scientists who hold current competencies and relevant experience in the processes
they are advising about, and that external testing is only undertaken by accredited
laboratories.

e A proactive positive media release is expected 18 September 2023 announcing the
recently successful FSQ funding from Government.

Contact person
Professor Linzi Wilson-Wilde, CEO FSQ, Irrelevant
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We have 27 new scientists on
board working with us to
change the way we do
forensic DNA testing in
Queensland and I'm pleased
to share these new ways of
testing are already working.
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This is whal Tracey had:Hi
Ministes' - f have sent this to
Walter

Hi Walter, Tracey Walker here
- | was with Linzi when she
advisad The Australian words
lo the effect that - Bruce
Bedowle was looking at yield
issuesin Project 13, | have
several hours of audio but
can't find this particular
statement. | think Linzi may
have said it in a subsequent
phone conversation that she
taped and it was present for.

In her face to face interview
with The Australian on 31
August linzi said: the focus
was around contamination.
Performance was part of
other questions being asked.
There was a lot going on at
the time for the scientists
this might not have
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Hi ik, (2
)

know Amanda let you know
about the new COl. We've
decided not to reopen the old

one and have a fresh new one
- just to ensure there are no
conflicts of interest. Thanks
for meeting me last week and
if you have any questions you
can call me anytime.
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Tracey

Tue, 3 Oct at 171142 am

Good morning Minister, fyi |
sent this update to Walter
about an hour ago.

Hi Walter, just thinking more
about what Linzi may have
mentioned - from my memory
she may have said Bruce
Bedowle was looking at yield
but may not have mentioned
for project 13.

Tracey

Wed, 4 Oct at 10003 am

Hi Minister, Walter has let me
know he will call you at
midday our time. He asked
me to let you know. Thanks
Tracey

G O - g




RTI 5285/23
Page 208 of 210

RTI 5285/23
Page 208 of 210



RTI 5285/23
Page 209 of 210

RTI 5285/23
Page 209 of 210



@ (e

Phoenix

Irrelevant

Fri, 29 Sep at 9:58 am

Hey, I've gotta get going down
there but would you be able to send
th_e EO the DNA Hib, Irrelevant

Not a problem.

Waiting for Olive re DNA.
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I had to leave cause ™" was
stressing but | got the ™" and
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Tanl Mesiiage
Nednesday 1004 »

You missed a call, but the caller
didn't leave a message.

\Message

Hednssgey 03

Sorry for the late text - just seen
the O2z’s front page. Are we able to
get any confirmation lines for the
morning?

The Minister will be up at 8:45am
but there will be a new commissicn

of inquiry.

i

And sorry where will the presser
be?

Porte Cochere @

Da h¥oread

Thanks!
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Amanda

Breakthroughs in multiple cases,

including murder and sexual assault

cases, have been achieved as a
result of implementation of these
changes.

| just sent her something =&
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Tue, 19 Sep at 9:48 am

Maon, 25 Sep at 4:36 pm

Irrelevant
Irrelevant

ust needing to

make a call to Vicki Blackburn and

know you've spoken with her.

Let me know if you're ok to ring or

I'll organise something else - just

need her contact if possible please.

{D

Chris

No I'm fine now

Text Message
Wed, 13 Sep at 8:43am

You missed a call, but the caller
didn't leave a message.

Wed, 13 Sepat1122am

You missed a call, but the caller
didn't leave a message.

iMessage
Fri, 15 Sep a1 12:20 pm

Have you got a draft release on the
dna stuff?

(Y

Just sent it your way
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